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Biobands 

Rockweed 

Green Algae 

Filamentous and Foliose Red Algae 

Dark Brown 
Bladed Kelps 

Dune Grass 

Barnacle 

Surfgrass 

Bull Kelp 

Dragon Kelp 



Challenges Over the Years 

CONFIDENCE 
• Poor imagery 
• What if an observed bioband 

does not fit well into an existing 
classification? 

 



Challenges Over the Years 

NEW, UNIQUE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS 
• New biobands 
• Freshwater systems 



Old Bioband Definitions 



New Bioband Definitions 



New Bioband Definitions 



New Bioband Table Advantages 

• Different levels allow for a measure of confidence 
 

• Less specific definitions for Primary and Secondary levels 
means all vegetation fits somewhere 

 
• Names and codes are all consistent 

 
• More flexibility in analysis – biobands can be ‘rolled up’ to 

higher levels 
 

• COMPLETELY BACKWARD COMPATIBLE 
 



New Bioband Metrics 

Continuous (>50% of length of unit) 

Surfgrass  

10-30 m C Zone width 

Dragon Kelp  >95% length 

Categories 
<10m 

10-30m 
>30m 

Not Assessed 

> 95% length 

26-50% width 5-25% cover 

Categories 
<5% 

5-25% 
26-50% 
51-75% 
76-95% 
>95% 

Not Assessed 
Total B Zone width 



New Bioband Metrics 
W

id
th

 B
 Z

o
n

e
 

W
id

th
 B

A
R

N
 

Length: 76-95% 
Width: 76-95% 
Percent Cover: 5-25% 
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Length: >95% 
Width: 76-95% 
Percent Cover: 76-95% 


